PHIL 497R What is Justice?

Dr. Huseyinzadegan
Fall 2020

Meeting Times: 2 Sessions per week; Sundays 3:30-4:30pm OR 5-6pm 
See Schedule for specific dates
Meeting Place: Zoom


***Required for Residents of P.E.A.C.E. Living Learning Community at Clairmont Residential Campus***

Dr. Dilek Huseyinzadegan (or Dr. H)

***
Content and Format: This course deals with the question of political justice, its history and its current relevance. We will meet regularly to discuss selections from the assigned text as we work toward building a respectful community of political, ethical, and academic engagement. 

Readings: All readings for the class will be posted on the Canvas site as PDFs– and students will be sent an e-book. 

· Stevenson, Bryan. Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption (Spiegel and Grau: 2014)

Assessment/Evaluation/Grading: Students will be evaluated on the basis of their attendance, participation, and a short final reflection paper in the Fall Semester. This course is graded on a Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory basis (unless you are enrolled in some other capacity). Those who do not satisfy these three course requirements will fail the course and consequently their residency will be subject to re-evaluation by the Office of Residence Life and Housing. 

Discussion Policy: This space will be an exercise in creating a public sphere where community responsibility for truth entails that the public sphere belongs not to opinion but to rational argument supported by evidence and research. For each contribution, be it an explanation or a question, you must aim at engaging with the material and your classmates. Please also remember that the classroom is composed of students from diverse backgrounds. You will be expected to conduct yourself professionally and as a scholar in all situations. While we will engage in rigorous debate and argumentation, this does not license being disrespectful or dismissive of others’ positions.

Final Reflection Paper: You will write a 350-500 word reflection paper on any one of the readings that we have done throughout the semester and illustrate it by an example from contemporary events, history, popular culture, or your lives. This paper is due on Canvas by 11:59PM on December 22nd, 2020. More details and guidelines will be given after the Fall break.

Learning Goals and Outcomes: Residents will gain a deeper sense of belonging to their residential community and to Emory, and will be provided with opportunities for intellectual engagement outside the (traditional) classroom. After being a part of this program, students will be able to initiate critical conversations with others, be able to articulate meaningful connections to their community, and be able to connect academic interests to an experience outside the classroom. Thus, the learning goals and outcomes of the proposed Living Learning community are aligned with those of Residence Life Education and Liberal Arts education at Emory College writ large.

Course/LLC Assessment: Students will assess the class on Course Evaluations as well as OrgSync post-class and post-event surveys. 


Additional Resources and Tips for Succeeding in this Class:

Communication with Dr. H: Email is the best way to contact Dr. Huseyinzadegan with any questions and concerns that you may have about the course or the living learning community requirements. Other concerns about your residence should go to our RA Adeja Sterling or other appropriate relevant sources. Please let me know if you have difficulties locating or accessing these sources 

Different Abilities are welcome and will be accommodated in this class. I recognize that there are multiple ways to learn and that this multiplicity should be acknowledged in the design and structure of university courses and the evaluation of their participants. If you anticipate needing any type of accommodation in this course or have questions about access to any aspect of the course, please contact and register with Office of Accessibility Services (formerly ODS) at http://accessibility.emory.edu/ and touch base with the professor as well. I also encourage students in this course to discuss their learning styles and comprehension requirements with us during our office hours or, if necessary, at another arranged time.  

Basic Needs: Any student who faces challenges securing their food, school supplies, or housing, and believes that this may affect their performance in the course is urged to contact the Office of the Dean of Students for support. Furthermore, please notify the professor if you are comfortable in doing so. This will enable us to provide any resources that I may possess.
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